
BOARD OF EDUCATION OFFICE  
50 Sheffield Street  

Old Saybrook CT  06475 
(860) 395-3157 

 
The Old Saybrook Board of Education met in Special Session on Tuesday, June 7, 2016, at 
the the Board of Education Central Office, Old Saybrook, CT 06475. 
 
Board Members Others  
Eileen Baker Jan Perruccio, Superintendent of Schools  
Karen Brodeur Amity Goss, Interim Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment   
George Chang Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations, Facilities and Finance   
James Henderson Kathy Bai, Director of Pupil and Professional Services  
Joanne Sullivan  Sheila Riffle, Old Saybrook High School Principal 
Alan Hyla Mandy Ryan, Old Saybrook Middle School Principal 
Holly King Heston Sutman, Goodwin School Principal 
   
   
  
      

I.   CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Vice Chairman Sullivan called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  
 
Vice Chairman Sullivan formally introduced and welcomed Alan Hyla as the new 
Board of Education Member.  
 

II.   COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS  
 
Audience of Citizens 
 
No citizens addressed the Board of Education 

 
Reports from Student/Board of Education Representatives  

 
The student representatives reported the following: 
-   Seniors had a yearbook banquet ceremony over the weekend 
-   Graduation is next Thursday, June 16 
-   Exams are coming up. Seniors with 90 or above are exempt from exams. AP 

classes don’t have final exams 
-   Spring sports have finished 
-   Underclassmen awards and Senior Awards night took place 
-   An updated version of the school climate survey was taken in advisory. Questions 

were more concise in response to feedback from students given to administration, 
which should lead to different data in next year’s results 

-   The OSHS Marching Band performed inside the firehouse for the Memorial Day 
ceremony 

-   A psychologist came and spoke to students about marijuana use, which students 
found to be a beneficial supplement to their education 

-   OSHS has been recognizing a different retiring teacher each day.  



   

 
Vice Chairman Sullivan thanked the student representatives for their hard work and 
participation during this year.  

 
Correspondence  
•   Thank You Card from Margaret Samela 
•   Invitations to Old Saybrook Middle School graduation   
•   Connecticut Lighthouse Project brochure  

 
III.   CONSENT AGENDA  

 
Baker/King 
 
“Move to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0)  

 
IV.   EDUCATIONAL ISSUES 

 
Student Representative Survey 
 
Board Member Baker thanked Rosie Rothman and Kiwon Dionne-Jee for their 
participation on the Board of Education and asked for any final comments about their 
overall experience.  
 
The student representatives suggested that more communication with the previous 
representatives would be beneficial to a full understanding of the position and its 
responsibilities.  

 
Board Member Brodeur arrived at 7:55 PM.    
 
Legislative Wrap Up Presentation 

 
Superintendent Perruccio presented to the Board about major federal and state 
legislative updates that will or may affect the district. She reviewed each legislative 
update in detail. The following is a list of the updates that were discussed: 
 

•   Every Student Succeeds Act (Federal) 
o   Repeals adequate yearly progress and replaces it with a statewide 

accountability system 
o   Maintains important information about student performance  
o   Affirms state control of standards  
o   Helps states to improve low performing schools  
o   Improves accountability for learning outcomes for all students  
o   Targets funds to at-risk children  
o   Helps states increase teacher quality  
o   Supports at-risk populations 



   

o   Provides greater funding flexibility to enhance support for students 
and schools  

o   Promotes high-quality choices for parents  
•   SB 76 – An Act Concerning Connecticut’s Farm to School Program  
•   SB 179 – An Act Concerning Education Issues  
•   SB 236 – An Act Extending the School Security Infrastructure Competitive 

Grant Program  
•   SB 267 – An Act Making Changes to the to the Teachers’ Retirement System 

to Allow Retention of the Plan D Co-Participant Option After Divorce and to 
Cease Crediting Interest on Certain Inactive, Non-vested Members, and 
Eliminating Certain Obsolete Language  

•   SB 317 – An Act Concerning Dyslexia  
•   SB 379 – An Act Concerning the Recommendations of the Minority Teacher 

Recruitment Task Force  
•   SB 383 – An Act Concerning the Technical High School System  
•   HB 5306 – An Act Implementing the Recommendations of the Office of Early 

Childhood  
•   HB 5400 – An Act Concerning the Disclosure of Certain Education Personnel 

Records  
•   HB 5412 – An Act Concerning Recommendations by the Department of 

Motor Vehicles Regarding Hazardous Materials, Car Dealers, Electronic 
Registration, Student Transportation Vehicle Operators, Diversion Programs, 
Motor Vehicle Inspectors and Minor Revisions to the Motor Vehicle Statutes  

•   HB 5423 – An Act Encouraging Middle School and High School Students to 
Consider Careers in Manufacturing  

•   HB 5450 – An Act Concerning the Palliative Use of Marijuana  
•   HB 5467 – An Act Establishing a Red Ribbon Pass Program  
•   HB 5468 – An Act Establishing a Task Force to Study Issues Relating to the 

Recruitment of Manufacturing Teachers and Establishing a Task Force to 
Study Professional Development and In-Service Training Requirements for 
Educators  

•   HB 5469 – An Act Concerning Student Data Privacy  
•   HB 5470 – An Act Concerning a Pilot Program for Students in High School 

Interested in Pursuing a College Degree in Education  
•   HB 5537 – An Act Concerning Various Revisions to the Public Health 

Statutes  
•   HB 5553 – An Act Concerning Magnet School Tuition  
•   HB 5556 – An Act Concerning Magnet School Reimbursement for New 

London  
•   HB 5601 – An Act Concerning the Connecticut Transportation Institute and a 

Study of School Transportation Efficiencies  
•   HB 5642 – An Act Concerning the Recommendations of the Juvenile Justice 

Policy Oversight Committee  
•   CCJEF v Rell  
•   Freedom of Information Act  

 



   

OSMS Second Specials 
 
Summative information about the addition of a second special to the schedule of each 
sixth, seventh, and eighth grader was presented by Mandy Ryan, OSMS Principal, 
and Amity Goss, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment. 

 
91% of the 307 6-8th graders surveyed said that they liked having the opportunity to 
explore a second special each trimester.  Students noted that they liked hands-on, 
collaborative, and active classes.  Students also said they would like second specials 
offerings like culinary classes, team sports, programming, and first aid. 

 
In addition, the students had an array of new opportunities to explore electives in 
order to best choose the path toward college and careers that they will follow in high 
school.  
 
Enrollment Report 
 
At a previous meeting, a brief review of the enrollment trends over the last five years 
was presented by Superintendent Perruccio. Though informal, the information 
gathered from this report may suggest important work for the district leadership team 
as they create action steps for the draft goals of the Strategic Plan.  

 
A member of the community expressed a concern that students were not attending our 
high school in larger than typical numbers. The data does not confirm that, but it does 
indicate that there is a significant amount of mobility both in and out of the district 
and that approximately 11-14 students withdraw each year for various reasons as they 
transition into High School.  

 
There have been many efforts to determine how the district can retain students and 
attract new students to our district. Public relations campaigns, increased 
communication, and enhancement of extra curricular/athletic programs have been 
some of the action steps we have taken to address declining enrollment. The District 
Leadership Team has also begun discussing regional programs with other districts.  

 
Superintendent Perruccio made the following observations based on the enrollment 
study she conducted:  
 

•   Enrollment continues to decline 
•   Mobility is higher than anticipated 
•   Class sizes vary significantly – difficult for staffing purposes  
•   Tech high schools are drawing more students this year than they have in the 

past and private schools out of 8th grade are drawing fewer.  
•   The number of students moving in stayed about the same but students moving 

out is growing 
•   Students from private schools coming back into our school is about the same.   

 
2016-2017 Leave of Absence Request 



   

 
A teacher at Old Saybrook High School, is requesting a leave of absence for the 
2016-2017 academic year inclusive pursuant to Article IX, Section F of the Board of 
Education’s Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Old Saybrook Education 
Association. Building Administrators will work with the Superintendent in finding an 
appropriate substitute during her absence.  
 
Brodeur/Baker 
 
“Move to grant the requested leave of absence for the 2016-2017 academic year 
inclusive pursuant to Article IX, Section F of the Board of Education’s Collective 
Bargaining Agreement with the Old Saybrook Education Association”  
 
Motion: CARRIED (7-0-0) 
 
Donation – Perseverance and Survival Program  
 
Old Saybrook Public Schools has been offered a monetary donation of $1,000.00 
from the TangerKIDS Grant Program with the intention that the money be used to be 
used to bring in public speaker Geoff Krill to speak with 110 sixth graders about 
people who have survived a range of experiences, identify traits that help these 
survivors, and interpret their messages. This grant was secured through the work of 
teacher Courtney Goodale. According to Board of Education Policy Series 3000 
Gifts, Grants, and Bequests to the District, any gift valued over $500.00 presented to 
the school district must be brought to the Board for official action and recognition.  
 
Brodeur/King 
 
“Move to accept the TangerKIDS Grant of $1,000, as presented” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0) 
 
Board Policy Review – Series 9000 Meeting Conduct  
 
Baker/Sullivan 
 
“Move to approve Series 9000 Meeting Conduct policy, as presented”  
 
MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0) 

 
V.   REPORTS BY ADMINISTRATION 

•   KGS – There was no additional report   
•   OSMS – There was no additional report   
•   OSHS – There was no additional report   
•   CIA - There was no additional report   
•   DOFF – There was no additional report   
•   PPS - There was no additional report   



   

•   SUPER - There was no additional report   
 

VI.   COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Audience of Citizens 
 
No citizens addressed the Board of Education 
 
The Board recessed at 9:34 PM. 
 

 The Board resumed at 9:43 PM. 
 

VII.   REMINDERS 
 

•   Goodwin Grade 3 Celebration – June 15, 2016 – 6:30 p.m.  
•   Grade 8 Closing Ceremonies @OSMS – June 16, 2016 – 10:00 a.m. 
•   OSHS Graduation Ceremony – June 16, 2016 – 5:00 p.m.  
•   Board of Education Meeting – June 21, 2016 – 7:30 p.m. (If Needed) 

 
VIII.   ADJOURNMENT 

 
Henderson/Brodeur 
 

“Move to adjourn at 9:47 p.m.” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0) 

 
  
Karen Brodeur, Secretary 
Old Saybrook Board of Education 

 
Minutes recorded and typed by: 
Trent Gerbers, Executive Assistant 
*DRAFT -  Subject to approval at the next BOE meeting  


